
More than a half-
century ago, Dr. Martin 
Luther King stated that 
though “the arc of the 
moral universe is long, 
it bends towards 
justice,” encapsulating 
the challenges and 
hopes of his 
generation.  Today, too, we recognize 
that we’ve not yet traveled the full 
length of that arc; injustices of many 
sorts persist, but we continue to join 
hands and do the work that betters 
our collective experience. 

Throughout his distinguished career, 
violinist Mitchell Newman – a 
longtime member of the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic – has been particularly 
inspired to shine a light on the 
injustice of homelessness.  In his most 
recent effort toward that end, he 
spoke to his friend and colleague, 
Grammy-award winning conductor 
and composer Lucas Richman, and 
asked if he would write a new violin 
concerto.  The resulting work, 
entitled Paths to Dignity, is dedicated 
to telling the stories of the unhoused 
community through music, a language 
uniquely able to elicit the empathy 
and fundamental dignity of our shared 
humanity.  The Kalamazoo Junior 
Symphony is deeply proud to have 
been part of the commissioning 
consortium for this piece, and to have 
the opportunity to present the world 
premiere of the entire concerto with 
Mr. Newman on stage with us, and 
with Mr. Richman in the audience 
listening.  As both composer and 
soloist have counseled, our efforts will 
go beyond just this concert 

presentation to a week 
of events in partnership 
with the Stulberg 
International String 
Competition and 
Community Healing 
Centers (described 
elsewhere in this 
newsletter) that we 

hope will be part of a more lasting 
engagement with the unhoused 
community.    

Flanking this new concerto are two 
works that touch on other paths to 
dignity.  We open with the music 
of Margaret Bonds, a star pupil of 
Florence Price, whose Symphony No. 
3 graced our fall performance.  Bonds's  
Montgomery Variations finds 
inspiration in Dr. King’s 1956 bus 
boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, the 
event that brought him to national 
prominence, and is a series of 
variations on the spiritual “I Want 
Jesus to Walk with Me.”  For reasons 
of length, we will present the work in 
a condensed version, but one which 
carefully follows Bonds's complete 
narrative of the decision, prayer, and 
march; the grisly retribution in the 
form of a Sunday School bombing; 
and the enduring faith that gave those 
who suffered the means to press 
forward.  

Ending our performance is the music 
of Pyotr Tchaikovsky, whose family’s 
path to dignity was one that has been 
made many times over in the Eastern 
Slavic countries.  Though known as a 
Russian composer, Tchaikovsky’s 
mother was actually French and 
German, and his father was of 
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16 WMUK Interview, 10:00 AM, 
Cara Lieurance will chat with 
Composer Lucas Richman, 
Soloist Mitchell Newman, and 
Conductor Andrew Koehler 

18 KJSO Masterclass with guest 
artists, 10:30 AM, Kalamazoo 
College Dalton Theater. Free and 
open to the Public.    

19 KJSO Concert,  4:00 PM, Chenery 
Auditorium - World Premiere of 
Lucas Richman’s “Paths to 
Dignity,” Concerto for Violin, 
with Mitchell Newman. A post-
concert discussion will be held 
with the soloist, composer, and 
CHC staff member. The KJSOs 
Prep String Orchestras will 
perform in the reception room of 
Chenery Aud. at 3:15 PM, and a  
concert prelude will feature the 
KJSO Woodwind Trio and KJSO 
String Quartet at 4:00 PM. 

March 

21 Training Orchestra Concert and 
Family Pizza Party 

April 

30 KJSO Concert, 4:00 PM, Chenery 
Auditorium - “Meditations on 
Fate” featuring KJSO Concerto 
Competition winner Tyler Jacobs, 
violin 

May 

7 Prep String Orchestras, Prep 
Winds and Training Orchestra 
Concert, 3:30 PM, Kalamazoo Loy 
Norrix H.S. 
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Ukrainian origin; in fact, Pyotr’s great-
grandfather was a Cossack, the 
legendary horseback warriors who 
once fiercely defended Ukraine’s 
independence.  After the Russian 
Empire decimated the Cossacks, 
Pyotr’s grandfather resolved that a 
better life awaited closer to the centers 
of power, so he – like so many others – 
began the process of generational 
enculturation that would allow his 
progeny to know themselves as 
Russian.  Still, Pyotr always felt a 
connection to Ukraine, and in 
consequence spent many summers 
composing there.  On one of those 
trips, inspired by no fewer than three 

regional folksongs, he created his 
brilliant, thrilling Second Symphony.  It 
has been known for years as the “Little 
Russian,” the superficially cheerful 
epithet for Ukraine in wide use 
throughout the 19th Century, but one 
which subtly reveals a mindset that 
seeks not just to subjugate, but 
actually erase, Ukraine’s identity.  Those 
philosophies resonate with particular 
vehemence today in the wake of 
Russia’s war, as Ukraine bravely treads 
its own path to dignity, fighting for 
future Tchaikovskys to be able to 
freely and proudly identify as 
Ukrainian. 

Andrew Koehler 

PATHS TO DIGNITY (CONT’D) 

 

It is in times of 

crisis that the Arts 

are found on the 

front line towards 

restoring 

humanity and 

dignity   

Ticket Prices 

Adult    $15.00   

Senior   $10.00 

Student $  5.00 

Please Note: If you wish 

to use your credit card to 

purchase tickets, please do 

so online at our website 

prior to the concert. You 

can use the receipt on your 

phone or a printout of the 

receipt as your ticket at 

the door. 

Please purchase tickets at 

www.kjso.org/tickets or  

scan the QR code. 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE BY DONATING ANY  
OF THE NEEDED FOLLOWING ITEMS AT THE CONCERT. 

BOARD MEMBERS WILL BE AVALIBLE AT ENTRANCES TO 
GUIDE YOU TO WHERE TO PLACE YOUR 

DONATIONS...THANK YOU! 

 
 

          

 

• Diapers (larger sizes are currently running low - needed sizes 
are 4-6 and overnight pullups for older children)  

• Baby Wipes   

• Warm clothing such as hats, gloves, socks, gently used winter 
coats 

Alcohol-free hygiene products (no aerosols please): 

• Deodorant   

• Toothpaste  

• Lotions  

• Mouthwash   

• Razors  

WELCOME DONATIONS OF: 

A heartfelt THANK YOU to our project partners: The Community 

Healing Centers and the Stulberg International String Competition. 
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MITCHELL NEWMAN, SOLOIST 

Violinist Mitchell Newman retired from the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic in 2020 after a 34-year career with the 
orchestra. In addition to his rigorous performing and recording 
schedule, Mr. Newman has been a passionate advocate for 
bringing music to underserved communities. In honor of his 
work as founder of “Harmony: Music for Mental Health,” a 
chamber music/fundraising concert for Mental Health America 
Long Beach, CA, the California State Senate named him a 
mental health hero in 2010. In 2015 he started “Coming Home 
to Music,” which brings concerts of classical chamber music 

and jazz concerts to people who were experiencing homelessness, now living in 
apartment complexes built by People Assisting the Homeless (PATH). Through his close 
friendship with MacArthur Grant Awardee and Street Symphony founder Vijay Gupta, 
Mr. Newman has played many concerts for people living in Los Angeles’ Skid Row and 
those in incarcerated communities. 

Mr. Newman has taught at Los Angeles’ renowned Colburn School. He now brings his 
expertise to the classes he teaches for violinists at Philadelphia’s Curtis Institute of 
Music, Play On Philly, and the Settlement Music School. 

LUCAS RICHMAN, COMPOSER 

GRAMMY award-winning conductor Lucas Richman has 
served as Music Director for the Bangor Symphony 
Orchestra since 2010 and held the position of Music 
Director for the Knoxville Symphony Orchestra from 2003-
2015. Over nearly four decades on the podium, he has 
garnered an international reputation for his graceful 
musical leadership in a diverse media field. Richman earns 
rave reviews in concert halls, orchestral pits, and recording 

studios worldwide for his artful collaborations with artists in both the classical and 
commercial music arenas. Mr. Richman received a GRAMMY Award (2011) in the Best 
Classical Crossover Album category for having conducted the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra on Christopher Tin’s classical/world fusion album, Calling All Dawns.  

Also an accomplished composer, Mr. Richman has had his music performed by over 
two hundred orchestras across the United States, including the New York 
Philharmonic, the Boston Pops, and the symphonies of Detroit, Atlanta, New Jersey, 
and Houston, to name a few.  He has fulfilled commissions for numerous 
organizations, including the Pittsburgh Symphony and Knoxville Symphony. Richman’s 
Symphony This Will Be Our Reply, was premiered to critical acclaim by a consortium of 
orchestras in 2019, including the Oak Ridge Symphony Orchestra (TN), the Bemidji 
Symphony Orchestra (MN), and the Los Angeles Jewish Symphony (CA). March 2022 
saw the premiere of The Warming Sea for the Maine Science Festival/Bangor 
Symphony Orchestra, and Concerto for Violin and Cello: Un Pasto con Luciana e 
Mario was premiered by the Atlanta Musicians Orchestra in June 2022. Concerto for 
Violin: Paths to Dignity was commissioned for performances with violinist Mitchell 
Newman in 2023 and 2024.  
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“I have always 

believed 

that music can 

bring people 

together, serve as 

a catalyst for 

change, and 

transform lives.”  

- Mitchell Newman 

During their week-long 

residency, Mitchell 

Newman and Lucas 

Richman will teach a  

Masterclass at 

Kalamazoo College’s 

Dalton Theatre (free and 

open to the public),  

Lucas Richman will lead 

a Composition 

Seminar at WMU, and 

both artists will join 

KJSO Ensembles to 

provide inspiring  

Performance 

Presentations for the 

Community Healing 

Centers’ (CHC) Gilmore 

Inpatient Rehabilitation 

Center and CHC Youth 

Programs S.T.R.E.E.T.  

(Survival.Trust. 

Resources.Education. 

Empowerment.They) 

and Niñas del 

Corazón (Girls of the 

Heart). 

https://delco.today/2020/10/music-hath-charms-to-sooth-the-nervous-delaware-county-voter/
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 Give a Gift of Music 

Please print your name as you would like it to appear in the Junior Symphony’s programs. 

Name   

Address  

City/State                                                                                    Zip Code  

Phone 

Thank you for your important support!   

❑ My employer matching gifts form is also enclosed 

❑ First Chair Circle  $500 or more 

❑ Benefactor $250 or more 

❑ Patron $100 or more 

❑ Sustaining $50 or more 

❑ Subscribing $25 or more 

❑ Member under $25 

Enclosed is my check, made payable to the 
Kalamazoo Junior Symphony or KJSO 

Amount  $ ________________________ 

If you would like to make a donation using 

your Credit Card, please go to 

https://kjso.org/donate-fundraise/ or  

scan the QR code below 

Yes, I would like to help ensure that future generations of our young 
musicians have an opportunity to learn and play great music. 

KJSOs Notes is published three times a year, 

before each of the Junior Symphony’s concerts. 

Kalamazoo Junior Symphony Society 

714 S. Westnedge Avenue 

Kalamazoo, MI  49007 

phone: 269-349-7557      email: lfletcher@kjso.org     

 The KJSO in Spain and Portugal - June 2022! 


